
This is an abbreviated list of missional church literature and web sites.   
 
* indicates a brief and non-technical article or book 
** indicates something a little deeper 
*** indicates something even deeper 
 
 

Missional Church Bibliography 
 
 
Websites 
 
Gospel and Our Culture Network        www.gocn.org/  
 
Center for Parish Development          www.missionalchurch.org/resources/essays  
 
*Church Innovations      www.churchinnovations.org  
 
**Allelon    www.allelon.com  
 
Leonard Sweet    http://www.leonardsweet.com/  
 
Shapevine    http://www.shapevine.com/  
 
Christ Seeker    http://www.christseeker.typepad.com/  
 
Presbyterian Global Fellowship  http://www.presbyterianglobalfellowship.org/  

 
Missional Church Center  www.missional.org  
 
 
Authors 
 
***Ammerman, Nancy Tatom and Arthur Emery Farnsley,  Congregation & Community 

Built on extensive research on American congregations. 
See also Hartford Seminary foundation www.hirr.hartsem.edu  

 
**Barrett, Lois Y., ed.,  Treasure in Clay Jars: Patterns in Missional Faithfulness 

Stories of churches exhibiting missional church behaviors 
 
***Booth, Wayne C.,  The Modern Dogma and the Rhetoric of Assent 
 
***Bosch, David, Transforming Mission 

Considered the most important book on missiology in our generation 
 
**Branson, Mark Lau,   Hopes and Conversations:  Appreciative Inquiry and Congregational 

Change 
 Professor of mission at Fuller Seminary.  Highly informed on emergent churches 
 
Brownson, James V., et. al.  Storm Front:  The Good News of God 
 



Coulter, Moulder, & Weeks,   Vital Signs, the Promise of Mainstream Protestantism 
Summary book on the seven-volume study of the Presbyterian Church 
 

Frost, Michael   
Exiles: Living Missionally in a Post-Christian Culture 

 
Frost, Michael and Alan Hirsch,  The Shaping of Things to Come:  Innovation and 

Mission for the 21st Century Church, 2003 
 
Gibbs, Eddie and Ryan Bolger,  Emerging Churches:  Growing Christian Community in 

Postmodern Cultures, 2005 
 
Goheen,  Michael W.,  “The Missional Church:  Ecclesiological Discussion in the Gospel and 

Our Culture Network in North America,”  Missiology,  October, 2002, pp. 479 – 490. 
 
Granberg-Michaelson, Wesley,  Leadership from Inside Out: Spirituality and Organizational 

Change 
 
***Guder, Darrell,    

Missional Church:  A Vision for the Sending of the Church in North America 
The Continuing Conversion of the Church 
Darrell Guder, academic dean of Princeton Theological Seminary, widely considered the 
most important academic voice in the missional church conversation 

 
**Hadaway, C. Kirk,  Behold I Do a New Thing:  Transforming Communities of Faith 
 
Hadaway, C. Kirk and David Roozen,  Rerouting the Protestant Mainstream 
 
*Hayner, Stephen A,  “The Story of the Missional Church,”  The Presbyterian Outlook, 8/20/07,  

http://www.pres-outlook.com/tabid/1712/Article/5451/Default.aspx   Missional Church: Steve 
Hayner 8-07 
This is a brief review of scripture and the church through history to our present situation.  
Hayner is professor of evangelism and mission at Columbia Seminary. 

 
**Heifetz, Ronald A.,  Leadership without Easy Answers 
 
**Heifetz, Ronald A. and Mary Linsky,  Leadership on the Line 
 
Hirsch, Alan,  The Forgotten Ways: Reactivating the Missional Church  (forthcoming) 
 
Hunsberger, George, et al     Church Between Gospel and Culture 
 
*Keifert, Patrick   We Are Here Now 

Pat is the president of Church Innovations which has provided “Partnership for the 
Missional Church.”  This is good introduction to what PMC is designed to do and the 
assumptions that underlie its efforts to nurture churches. 
 

**Lakoff, G. and M. Johnson,  Metaphors We Live By 
 
McNeal, Reggie   The Present Future: Six tough Questions for the Church 
 



Mead, Loren    Transforming Congregations for the Future 
  *The Once and Future Church: Reinventing the Congregation for a New Mission 

Frontier 
Alban Institute Founder who was one of the earliest innovators in missional church. 

 
Mission-Shaped Church,  Church of England Mission and Public Affairs Council,  

London:  Church Publishing House  www.freshexpressions.org.uk  
 
 
Newbigin, Lesslie www.newbigin.net  

*The Open Secret       1978 
   The Other Side of 1984  1984 
        **Foolishness to the Greeks 1986 
 Mission in Christ’s Way  1987 
 
Ott, E. Stanley,   Transform Your Church with Ministry Teams 
 
***Ricoeur, Paul,  The Rule of Metaphor 
 
Robinson, Anthony, Transforming Congregational Culture 

“Follow Me,”  Christian Century,  September 4, 2007,   pp. 23 – 25  
http://www.christiancentury.org/  

 
 
***Rogers, Everett M.,  Diffusion of Innovations 
 
Roxburgh, Alan J. and Fred Romanuk   
 **The Missional Leader:  Equipping Your Church to Reach a Changing World 
 The Sky Is Falling:  Leaders Lost in Transition 
 “The Missional Church”  www.theologymatters.com/TMIssues/SepOct04.pdf  

See also www.allelon.com  
 
Shenk, Wilbert R. 

“Contemporary Europe in Missiological Perspective,”  Missiology,  April, 2007, pp. 125 – 
140. 

“Mission, Renewal, and the Future of the Church,”  International Bulletin of Missionary 
Research,  October, 1997,  pp. 154 – 159. 

 
Sine, Tom Mustard Seed verses McWorld 
 
Wright, Christopher J. H.,  The Mission of God:  Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative 
 This is a massive study of the Bible read as a missionary document. 
 
*Taylor, Barbara Brown,  “The Poured-out Church,” Christian Century,  May 29, 2007, p. 35. 

This 1-page article captures the essence of missional church. 
http://www.christiancentury.org/ 
 

*“Sub-biblical Transformation,”  Christianity Today, June, 2007, p. 27.  
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2007/june/19.27.html  
This very brief essay warns that fascination with social psychology as our “savior” will 
not produce transformed people or churches. 



 
Van Gelder, Craig,  The Ministry of the Missional Church: A Community Lead by the Spirit,  

Baker Books 
 Van Gelder, a member of the Gospel and Our Culture Network, teaches in the mission 

department of Luther Seminary which is the home of Church Innovations. 
 
 
***Welker, Michael,  God the Spirit 
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